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The red poppy is a nationally recognized symbol of sacrifice worn by Americans since World War I to honor those who served and died for our country in all wars. It reminds Americans of the sacrifices made by our veterans while protecting our freedoms. 
The purpose of the Poppy Program is to honor veterans for their service and sacrifice. 
Distributing poppies is one of the best ways to publicly represent the American Legion Auxiliary. The iconic image of the poppy reminds non-members of the importance of supporting our veterans. Congress designated National Poppy Day the Friday before Memorial Day.  Units should include the community in their poppy activities. 
Poppy distribution can be planned around Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and other times of the year that works well for your community and members.  If a Department does not have a provision for specific dates, a Unit may distribute poppies on any date and as many times as they wish.  Although several unit members are better, one lone member may distribute poppies for their unit.
Traditionally, units distribute (never sell) poppies on Memorial Day or Veterans Day. Remember that poppies are free, and we take donations to support our veterans and veterans’ programs. When distributing poppies make sure you have information on the Poppy (i.e., bookmarks, copy of the “In Flanders Field” poem, and the Poppy Story.) Emblem Sales also has poppy information that you can purchase.                                                          
Units should be creative in their approach to distribute poppies. Hand out poppies at an                                                                                         elementary school or teach a class on how to make a poppy. Read to students the book, The Poppy Lady, by Barbara Walsh. Students may compete in the Poppy Poster contest. Encourage Junior members to participate in the Little Miss Poppy Contest.                                              Another option might be to have a contest among the older students to memorize the poem, “In Flanders Field.”                                                                                                                             
A highly successful activity has been to distribute poppies via letters to friends, families, and members.  Get Juniors involved too, participating in the poppy drive by handing out the traditional crepe paper poppies.  A poppy drive brings awareness to the significance of the poppy, and it helps membership.  
The following poppy contests will be in effect for the 2025-2026 year:  Poppy Poster Contest, Little Miss Poppy Contest, and the Poppy Wreath Contest.  
Get Involved in the Poppy Program
Purpose: The purpose of the Poppy Committee is to educate ALA membership and the public on the significance of the poppy and the program’s financial benefit for veterans, military, and their families. Standing Rules #6, National Committees – Mission Outreach
Promote the Poppy Program and increase revenue.
· Wear a poppy to promote conversation and interest.
· Educate your community about how funds collected help veterans, servicemembers, and their families.
· Contact local businesses for permission to distribute poppies on their premises. Make sure you have permission for liability purposes; in some instances, permits are required.
· Send a thank you to businesses that allow distribution. Consider using the Poppy Poster thank you cards, available for purchase through Emblem Sales, for your communication.
· Organize a department poppy drive with The American Legion Family. Encourage The American Legion, Sons of The American Legion, Legion Riders, and ALA Junior members to join poppy distributions in your community.
Educate your community on the meaning and history of the poppy.
· Using the image and story of the Flanders Field poppy to educate people about the sacrifices of our military servicemembers helps us raise awareness of the Legion Family and connects us to our mission in the eyes of the public.
· Promote the ALA Poppy Poster Contest in your local schools and youth groups.
· Promote the Little Miss Poppy Contest to Juniors in your unit.
· Offer to speak at local civic engagements about the meaning and significance of the poppy and how Poppy Funds help veterans, servicemembers, and their families.
Celebrate National Poppy Day®
· Wear a red poppy all day and tell everyone why.
· Distribute poppies to friends, co-workers and family and tell everyone why.
· Tell the story on social media of who you are wearing your poppy to remember or support on National Poppy Day®. Don’t forget to @ALAforVeterans and use these hashtags: #NationalPoppyDay #AmericanLegionAuxiliary.
· Accept a poppy and donate if you see a member of The American Legion Family in your neighborhood distributing poppies.
· Distribute National Poppy Day material and make it available to members.
· Organize a poppy distribution at local Memorial Day Ceremonies. Make sure to wear your Auxiliary branded apparel to help tell everyone who you are.
· Invite a local dignitary to lay a poppy wreath at a memorial in your community and invite unit members to be present. Consider singing patriotic songs or other ways to involve your unit members.
· Contact local legislative offices to announce poppy distribution days, and request proclamations declaring Poppy Days in your community. (Please see Poppy Day Resources above for more information).
· For more information and resources, visit https://member.legion-aux.org/member/committees/poppy/poppy-days
Increase the number of poppy makers in your community.
· Set up meetings with recreational and occupational therapists at local U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs medical centers (VAMCs), Community Based Outpatient Clinics (CBOCs), or community hospitals to incorporate poppy-making into their therapy programs. 
· Distribute “How to Recruit New Poppy Makers” promotion information.
· Partner with The American Legion to recruit poppy makers within their post homes and departments.
· Post information on “How Veterans Can Make Money by Making Poppies” in local VA homes, medical centers, clinics, nursing homes, and other community organizations that house and care for veterans.
Consider using your poppy funds to support one of the American Legion Auxiliary’s partners: 
· Support essential aspects of Honor Flights in your area. For more information, visit https://www.legion-aux.org/poppy-funds.
· Poppy funds may also be used to support food banks coordinated by the Armed Services YMCA. For further information, visit https://www.legion-aux.org/poppy-funds.
Deadlines/Important Dates
· National Poppy Day 2026: May 22 (always the Friday before Memorial Day)
· Unit Report due to Department Chairman Shirley Davis: April 15, 2026
· Department Chairman Report due to National Committee: May 15
· Department and Unit Award Nomination Form Completed and                                         Submitted: June1




Poppy Poster Contest Rules
Units shall sponsor contests in local schools. When schools do not conduct activities, other youth groups — including Junior members — may participate under direct supervision of the unit. 
Contest Classes
• Class I: Grades 2 and 3
• Class II: Grades 4 and 5 
• Class III: Grades 6 and 7 
• Class IV: Grades 8 and 9 
• Class V: Grades 10 and 11
• Class VI: Grade 12 
• Class VII: Students with special needs defined as: 
a. Those in special education classes. 
b. A student recommended for special education classes but who has not been admitted due to a waiting list or various other factors. 
c. A child identified as having a disability, but not in a special education class due to lack of facilities; identification contingent upon discretion of school officials. 
Poppy Poster Requirements
1. Each poster shall have a fitting slogan not to exceed 10 words. Articles “a”, “and,” “an”, “the” are not to be counted as words. The words “buddy” and “buy” cannot be used. 
2. The words “American Legion Auxiliary” must be used in the design of the poster and will not be counted in the 10-word count. 
3. Each poster must include a red poppy. 
4. The department shall determine the closing date of the unit contest. The poster shall be on 11x14” poster board. (Drawing paper will not be accepted). 
5. The United States flag may be used as long as there are no infractions of the flag code.
6. Posters will be judged using the following criteria: 
• 50% - poster appeal (layout, message, originality)                                                                       
• 40% - artistic ability (design and color)                                                                                                  • 10% - neatness
 7. Media used shall be watercolors, crayons, powder or oil paint, handmade paper cutouts, ink or textures, acrylics, pencils, and markers. 
8. Written in ink on the back of the poster (not attached) shall be the class in which the entry is submitted, the name, address, age, and grade of the contestant and the name of the department. 
9. Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through submission of artwork, contestants and their legal guardians grant non-exclusive reproduction and publication rights to the works submitted and agree to have their names and artwork published for commercial use without additional compensation or permission. 
10. The poster shall be the work of only one individual. 
11. The label “In Memoriam” from the veteran-made poppy may not be used. 
Poppy Poster Contest Judging and Awards
1. Each department shall establish its own procedure for judging.                                                              2. A citation will be given for the most outstanding poster in each classification within the five divisions.                                                                                                                                                  3. Unit members should follow deadlines and process for the department. All department entries are due to the division chairman by June 1.                                                                                                                  4. While ALA representatives will do their best to return all posters, it is not guaranteed. We recommend participants take a picture or scan their poster for their records.                                       5. Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through submission of artwork, contestants and their legal guardians grant nonexclusive reproduction and publication rights to the works submitted and agree to have their names and artwork published for commercial use without additional compensation or permission.
Cover Sheet for the Poppy Poster Contest
The American Legion Auxiliary has developed a cover sheet for the Poppy Poster Contest.  
· Parts of the cover sheet are to be completed by the unit.
· The student and parent have to complete some information.  
· The sheet is returned with the poppy poster for the signature of the Department Chairman.
Department of West Virginia Judging
· Posters shall be submitted at the Mid-Winter Conference on Saturday,                                          February _7_ 2026.   
· Department winners in each class shall be sent to Central Division Chairman.


Little Miss Poppy (Ages 6-12)
 Little Miss Poppy award submissions are now electronic to address postage and material cost considerations. The Little Miss Poppy Award does not require a scrapbook.  Please refer to the rules below for submission requirements and deadline information.
· Participant must be between 6 and 12 years of age as of June 1 and be a Junior member in good standing of the American Legion Auxiliary.
· Promotional activity of the poppy story must occur through The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, and the community during the timespan of May 1 of the current year to April 30 of the following year.                                                                          
· For National Little Miss Poppy consideration, participant must submit a Little Miss Poppy award electronic application with supporting documentation.
· All entries are due by 5 p.m. on June 1.
· In addition to the information on the award application, please include documentation on the criteria below. Accepted formats are Word document, Google Slides, or .pdf. PowerPoint presentations may also be uploaded via Googles Slides. For more information on Google Slides, please visit https://www.google.com/slides/about/.
Criteria for judging Little Miss Poppy entries:
· The memorial poppy must be visible in all promotion and publicity submitted.
· There is no specific dress code or dress color for Little Miss Poppy.
· Promotion of the Poppy Program: What did you share and do?
· Publicity of poppy activities (newspapers, radio/TV, etc.).
· Submitted file must include the following information (both pictures and descriptions)
· What I learned during my time as Little Miss Poppy?
· How I shared the story of the poppy with my community?
· What does the poppy mean to me?
· What activities did I attend to promote the poppy and its meaning?
The Little Miss Poppy (age 6-12) winner may be invited to the ALA National Convention immediately following her selection, and if she so chooses, will travel at her own expense.  The winner of the National Little Miss Poppy contest will receive a citation plaque.







American Legion Auxiliary Department of West Virginia

POPPY HAT CONTEST

Hats may be made of any material; they may be any style, color, or size.  

Rules: 
1. One hat per Unit 
2. Entries are judged by their Unit and the winner is brought to Mid-Winter 
3.  Name, District, Unit, address need to be printed on a piece of paper placed on the inside of the hat band.
4.  No identifying information is to be placed outside of the hat.
5.  Hats must use 50 American Legion Auxiliary Poppies; although a larger number may be used. 
6.  Labels must be removed from poppies.
7.  Other flowers, small amounts of ribbons, and decorative items may be used.
8.  Hats must be decorated by member(s) of the American Legion Auxiliary.
   9.  Judging at Mid-Winter is by monetary donations.



CHAIRMAN’S CHOICE CONTEST

1. This contest is for Unit members--one entry per member.
2. Fifty (50) poppies must be used, however, there is no limit on the number that can be used.  
3. Any hat may be used along with ribbons, flowers, or items of your choice. 
4. Entries are judged by Department Poppy Chairman.  
5. The hat must have a label somewhere, that is not visible, to identify the name of member, and Unit number submitting the hat
6. No identifying information is to be placed on the outside of the hat.
7. Poppy Themed prizes (first, second, third) will be awarded.
8. Be bold! Let your artistic work show!
 
                   
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA
SUGGESTED INSTRUCTIONS TO FORM POPPY CLUB	
1. Decide name of club—patriotic, social, ties to ALA or Legion
2. What amount is required to be a member?  (Do not use the word “dues”)
3. Will members be asked to donate each year?  (not recommended)
4. Who can join club?   ALA, SAL, American Legion, etc. 
5. Decide if you want to maintain a membership roster?
6. Will transfers be allowed? (not recommended)
7. Will there be a membership card?  (Design your own)
8. Will names be printed on cards? (not necessary)
9. Print year on membership card. (2026, etc.)
10. Decide the design of the card. Will design change over years?             11. What is the plan to make money?  Will there be fundraisers?                                                             (Halloween, Super Bowl, Beach Party, Cinco de Mayo, Derby Day, etc.)               12. Will the club conduct a fundraiser each year?  (suggest 2-3 years)                       13. How much will be donated to Department of WV Welfare Fund?  (decide on this amount before you conduct a fundraiser—1/2, 1/3, 1/4 etc.) 14. Will your club hold a fundraiser when you are hosting a conference?  What happens to proceeds?  Do they go to Unit, District, Department?  (It is important to make this decision before hosting the conference.)                               15. You may want to display a Wall of Poppy Club Donors on Poppy Day.  Display the names of those who donate on the wall.  (Use a small paper plate for signatures or names.)








UNIT POPPY ANNUAL REPORT
Please submit no later than April 15, 2026 to: Department Headquarters, ALA                           1251 Doolin Road, New Martinsville, WV  26155
Poppy Chairman’s Name______________________________________                                       Unit Name & Number______________________________                                                          Number of Members in Unit_____________
1. Number of Poppies ordered/made this year______ Number of Poppies ordered last year ______Is this a decrease or increase over last year? ____ _____# of Poppies Amount of contributions collected last year $____________Projected amount of contributions this year $_______________                                                                                                                                                             2. Did your Unit sponsor a Poppy Poster Contest? ______ Number of Schools participating_____________  # Students from: _________________________                                                                           Class 1, Grade 2 & 3 ___________ Class 2, Grade 4 & 5 __________Class 3, Grade 6 & 7  Class 4, Grade 8 & 9 _________Class 5, Grade 10-12 ____________                                                                                         Class 6, Special Needs _______________                                                                                                                How many Volunteers ___________ Hours ___________                                                                                   
3. Did you select a Miss Poppy? (age 6-12)___________Did you enter her in the National Miss Poppy Contest? _____How many volunteers _______ Hours ________                                                                                                    4. Number of seniors helping with Poppy Day___________ Juniors________ Legionnaires_______SAL__________Other groups (list each) ______________________________________________________________                                              5. Did your Unit send/give Poppies to elected officials in your Community? ________                                            6. Did you order Poppy items to use for other occasions than Poppy Day? _______ $________ #_________                                                                                                                                             Explain how your Unit decorated for Poppy Day ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________7. Were Poppies placed in houses of worship? ____________________________ Did your Unit use Poppies for tray favors at local Nursing Homes or Personal Care Homes? _____# Poppies used_______ $_________ # Hours_______                                                                                                            8. Did you hand out certificates to Businesses, Organizations, and News Media for help in promoting the Poppy Day program? ________ How many? ______________                                                                                                                       9. Did your Unit use the Auxiliary Spirit and/or Poppy messages to promote the Poppy program?   Yes _______ No _______                                                                                                                                                                                                     10. Did your Unit use Poppies for decorations, etc.? __________ List: ______________________________________________________________________________                      Did you involve your juniors with the decorations or crafts involving the Poppies? ______________________________________________________________________________                                  11. Did you have newspaper/television/radio coverage? _______ How much? ______________                                                                                                                                             12. Did your Unit promote poppies throughout the year (not just on Veterans Day or Memorial Day)?_________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
13. Does your Unit have a Poppy Club? ________ $ ___________to Unit $ _________                                   to Dept.$______                                                                                                                                            Describe how your club works_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ You can use the Annual Narrative Report Form for your Department Narrative.
Narratives sent to National Must Follow National Rules (Narrative must be sent digitally.)
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