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Hello Auxiliary Members,
As 2022 comes to a close, I would like to thank all the people that support
and guided me this year. We still have another wonderful year!
We have been counting down to Christmas, when you read this it will be 9

more days until Christmas, but we have 28 more Saturdays to still celebrate
Christmas.
I planed to be in the Christmas parades but I was late putting my reservation
in for them, so I got to watch Charles Town. There was 3 others but I didn’t
make it to them. I had a great time celebrating with Mr. Gano at his home-
coming. The Gift Shops are almost done. I enjoyed myself at Martinsburg
Gift shop, I’m sorry to Huntington and Clarksburg for not making it to
yours, but wish I was there. Beckley didn’t have one due to Covid rules.
Membership in our state goal is 4935, we have 3,152. Keep up the good
work. I hope everyone got there dues in for a chance of that car Mr. Hicks is
raffling off. The Candy canes are in the lead with 65.31% and the Ginger-
bread is 61.37%, We have 41 units with 50%.
I’m excited to say that I can’t wait to see everyone at Mid-Winter. Remind-
er: don’t forget to bring your Christmas fashion gear to wear for the lunch-
eon.
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year!
I will leave you all with this quote: “Christmas isn’t a season. It’s a
feeling.”
So go love one another!
Until next month, Thank your veterans and be kind to each other.
For God & Country
Savanna Kauffman
Department President

Colors—Red, White, & Green

Flower— Poppy & Poinsettias
with Pine Cones & Holly

(cherries)



Department Headquarters

Department Headquarters

Office Hours
Monday-Friday
9:30am-3:30pm

Phone 304-845-7410
Fax: 304-845-9426

alawvsec@frontier.com

Department Address:
2172 Grandview Road

Moundsville, WV 26041

Department Website:
www.wvaux.org

Rhododendron Girls State Website
www.wvgirlsstate.org

The American Legion
Department of WV

wvlegion@suddenlinkmail.com

American Legion Auxiliary
National Website

ALAforveterans.org

Mission Statement

In the spirit of service, not Self, the mis-
sion of the American Legion Auxiliary is
to support The American Legion and
honor the sacrifice of those who serve by
enhancing the lives of our veterans,
military, and their families, both at home
and abroad. For God and Country, we
advocate for veterans, educate our citi-
zens, mentor our youth, and promote
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and
security.

Mandatory Funds: (Unit General
Fund)- Bonding ($5.00), Education
(Scholarship), & Girls State Project
(any amount the unit can afford);

Unit Welfare Fund - Veterans’ Welfare
Fund (any amount the unit can afford),
& 10% of Poppy Proceeds.

Membership: Award—10 Plus 3 in
2023—Recruit 10 New Senior Members
and 3 New Junior members. New mem-
bers must be entered and paid in ALA-
MIS by June 1, 2023. Forms must be
received at ALA NHQ by June 3, 2023.
One entry per recruiter.

There was a dues increase voted on and
passed. This increase will go into effect
for the 2024 year. National dues was
increase by $6.00 per diem. This means
that units will need to send a total of
$25.00 for National and Department per
diem for 2024 year. National will be
looking at different ways to cut cost, so
another increase will not happen for a
couple of years. Units need to increasing
their dues for the 2024 year.

Junior members who turn 18 yrs. old
before January 1st of 2023 are consid-
ered Senior members. Please take no-
tice of their status National has
marked on your roster. Do Not change
status!

If your unit has old applications with
great granddaughters on them, they need
to be destroy. Department will return any
of the old applications that have been
marked great granddaughter. If you need
new applications please call or email the
office.

It is time for you to do your 990N post-
card. Please send Department a copy—

Updated dates for Gift Shops that was
received:
Herschel “Woody” Williams VAMC,
Huntington

Dates were changed to December 21-22

Has your District schedule Spring confer-
ence? If so headquarters needs dates—
Thanks!

Note—Unit Member of the Year is to be
sent to the Leadership Chairperson, not
Past Presidents Parley.

Website is updated!! New Standing Rules
is posted, Award Manual, Scholarship
form, Americanism essay, Year-end re-
ports and Poppy order form are all there.
Call if you need printed programs.

Second dues notices will be sent out by
National on February 1, 2023.

Homework for the Units. Please send to
Department your membership chair that
receives dues, if new. National is getting
ready to send second dues notices. They
want to be sure that addresses are correct
for remittance. Please call and have me
check your unit’s remits address—just
checked Moundsville and it was wrong.

What is your Unit’s official mailing ad-
dress that National has? Please submit
your official address to Department for
update.

New members—when sending in a new
application please make sure they are com-
plete. The ONLY time that the unit secre-
tary can sign an application is when a fe-
male veteran is joining under herself—No
Acceptations! Applications will be re-
turned.

Reminder—Your membership is through
the Unit not the Post.

Notice—Officers & Chairpersons
All Spirit articles are due into De-
partment Headquarters by the 15th
of each month. Acceptation is the
Membership team articles are due

upon receipt of target sheet.
Thank you!

PDP Dortha Parsons brother
Charles Eugene Hurst passed away
on November 28th, service were
held on December 1st. Sympathy
cards may be sent to Dortha Par-
sons, 130 Washington Ave., #201,
Clarksburg WV 26301

Standing Rules Chairperson Tiffa-
ny Sine-Orlando is home after sur-
gery from a fall she had in Decem-
ber. Cards may be sent to Tiffany
Sine-Orlando, 150 Achilla Terrace
Martinsburg WV 25404

Merry

Christmas

And

Happy

New Year

To each of you!



“Christmas 365 around the World”

Seasons Greetings and Happy New Year
to my Gingerbread team!

We are now half-way through the year
and have come to our 2nd target date of
50% of your 2022-2023 membership
goal. I am extremely happy to report
that each district has met and/or exceed-
ed 50% by the December 15th date and
that is something to be very proud of and
to be applauded. Join me in celebrating
the leaders from each district!
District 1: Moundsville #3 with 79.51%
of goal
District 4: Parkersburg #15 with 76.87%
of goal
District 8: Cowen #62 with 91.30% of
goal!
WOW! Way to put in the work! Please
remember to contact members who have
not renewed their memberships as well
as find opportunities to sign up new
members (senior and junior members
alike). There is still a lot of year left to
achieve your goals and please reach out
to me and/or your district presidents and
vice presidents should you need any
help. We are all in this together!
For God and Country,

Laura Clark
2nd Vice President – Gingerbread Team
304-939-3607
Laurakclark716@gmail.com

Department 2nd Vice PresidentMembership Chairman

Hello to all!
It's that time of year when we are all

so busy but, membership is moving on.
We have 31 units in 3rd, 5th and 10th

districts. Only 6 of those units have not
made the 50% target. Great job! Un-
fortunately 2 units still have zero. Those
units have a rough time in the beginning
but they pulled through last year and I
believe made goal. Please let me know
if I can help.

A BIG Congratulations to 3rd District
for having every unit at the 50% target or
higher. You Rock!!!

I hope you are making plans to attend
Mid-winter in February.

I would like to wish you and your
families a very Merry Christmas and a
wonderful, healthy, prosperous 2023!

Hugs to all!

Department 1st Vice
Debbie Michael
katndebbie@gmail.com
304-258-2705

Hello Auxiliary Member,
Happy January!! I can't believe that
we are going into a new year!
Let’s talk about Membership! For our
state goal is 4935, we have 3,152. We
are 3rd place in Central Division with
National at 65.43%. In department the
candy canes are in the lead with
65.31% and the gingerbread is
61.37%, We have 41 units with 50%.
This comes from Nationals!! Remind
your members that if dues aren’t paid
by December 31st, they no longer
have privileges at the Legion. We all
need to continue to stay focused and
get our members paying. Recruit new
members and rejoining the ones who
we’ve missed theses past few years!
Please DO NOT hold dues.
We still have 8 units in the depart-
ment with 10 or below that’s try to
get them up.

Department 1st Vice President



3rd District Vice President 4th District Vice President

Merry Christmas Ladies,
I hope everyone has a wonderful holi-
day season and getting all of your deco-
rating, baking and shopping completed.
1st District is working hard on member-
ship. The Gingerbread Team is moving
along and showing some good numbers.
There are a few units that need to work
on submitting more membership num-
bers in as soon as possible. Please do
not hold membership. Process your
dues as soon as you can after receiving
them. If you are having a difficulties or
need questions answered feel free to
reach out for assistance. The majority
of the units in 1st District reached the
50% goal for membership. Keep up the
good work.

Happy Holidays,
Stephanie Handley
1st District Vice President
stephaniehandley@msn.com
PH: 304-670-4055

Department 1st Vice President

6th District Vice President

Hello to all our District 6 members. Hoping
everyone had a Merry Christmas. Our prayer
for 2023 will be that we can all come together
as a nation and have a better 2023 year. It
appears that our winter season is predicted to
come in mildly, buy that can change any
time.
I had the opportunity to speak with several of
District 6 Unit representatives. Good news is
that several units have been extremely active
in collecting dues, purchasing and delivering
gifts to our Veterans hospital, nursing homes,
and hosting Christmas Dinner at their post for
the veterans.

As you know our January 1, 2023 target
goal is 50% but remember all dues had to be
paid and delivered by December 31, 2022 to
be eligible for the drawing for the Chevrolet
Corvette. We must work hard to reach our
March 15, 2023 target goal of 75%.
Dates to remember are:
Mid-Winter conference February 10-11/2023
at Oglebay Resort and Conference Center
Hope all had a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year with family and friends and that
you enjoyed your Christmas Holiday Season.
Stay safe.
Pray for Our Country.

Mary Spence
Vice President
District 6

Members of Third District, what can I say. I
asked you all to step up and you did it.
Yay!!!!

THANK YOU VERY MUCH
we are all over the goal of 50% and I am so
proud of each of you. Keep up the good
work and we will be the first District to
100%, and there is not a doubt in my mind
that we can do this.
Now take the rest of the year to relax and
unwind, then we'll get back to work after
the first of the year.
Again, thank you and have a Merry Christ-
mas and a very happy New Year

Roxie Nicholson
3rd District Vice President

Hello all!
Christmas is almost here! Hope you
all have a very Merry Christmas.
Keep our Veterans in mind during
this holiday season. Pick a deserving
family or two and buy them a Christ-
mas meal. Help a family by buying
gifts for their children if they can’t
afford to do so. Visit your Nursing
homes and deliver a token of your
appreciation to our Veterans and
brighten their day. Plan a holiday
party for the Veterans of your Post.
Send cards and care packages to our
soldiers. Enjoy time with family and
friends.
District 4 is at 61.84% Membership
goals.
The membership target sheet dated
December 15, 2022, is as follows:
Parkersburg #15 is at 76.87%. Spen-
cer #21 is at 58.62%. Pt. Pleasant
#23 is at 63.44 %. Tyler County #48
is at 2.38 %. Sistersville #67 is at
35.71 %. New Haven #140 is at
51.75 %. Williamstown #159 is at
51.69%. Thank you and please con-
tinue to work to get members paid by
year-end.
So happy to report District 4 and
District 5 met and exceeded their
challenge of 50% paid members by
December. Congratulations, Great
Job!
Don’t forget December 17th is Na-
tional Wreath Laying Across Ameri-
ca. Please participate at a cemetery
in your area.
Stay safe and healthy and have a
Happy New Year!

Pam Harmon
District 4 Vice President

5th District Vice President

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year
5th District! I hope that everyone is
having a joyous holiday season with
family and loved ones. I am so excited
to announce that 5th District has sur-
passed the 2nd target date of 50% with
a total of 62.28% collectively. I am so
proud of each of your units and the
hard work you have put forth to in-
crease your membership for the better-
ment of our veterans and their fami-
lies. The following units are currently
leading the way:
St. Albans #73 with 68.97% of goal!
Logan #19 with 77.27% of goal!
Barboursville #177 with 85.61% of
goal! CONGRATULATIONS!!
Please feel free to reach out to me any-
time with any questions you may have
and continue to keep your eye on the
prize. TOGETHER WE CAN
ACHIEVE MORE!

Blessings,
Laura Clark

5th District Vice President
304-939-3607
Laurakclark716@gmail.com



10th District President

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!!! Wow the New Year has come
up on us quick. Membership is start-
ing to slow down for most
units. Your members may need a
little reminder, it never hurts to reach
out to them by mail, email, or just a
friendly call. I have found this to help
out with some. Mid-Winter is just
around the corner. I hope to see every-
one there, these meetings help to in-
form each unit to what is going on and
I find to be very helpful due to the
seasoned members that come. Hope to
see you soon.

Jill Davis
10 District Vice President

1st District President

Hi Everyone,
Hope everyone is staying well.
I would like to wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and hope everyone is ready for the
man in the red suit.
I have heard from Bluefield Unit 9 they are
sending in their membership and sorry they
are a little late, also they have taken baskets to
the First Respondent. Welch Unit 8 has been
taking baskets to the ones in Welch.
Hope everyone is working on membership,
and have paid their mandatory funds. I have
not heard from the other Units but I am sure
they are working very hard. I know Beckley
Unit 32 has worked hard getting things ready
for the Gift Shop at the VA Hospital.
I need for the Units in Sixth District and all
other District to send me something on Com-
munity Service.
At this time I would like to wish everyone a
Happy New Year.
So until next time please stay well and say a
pray for our Veterans, and keep all of us in
your prayers.
God Bless
Peggy Swartz
6th District President

6th District President

Happy Holidays Ladies!
Wow! Has this year passed by
quickly, you can really feel old man
winter nipping at your heels now.
Christmas is just around the corner,
please remember those in need
while you’re out shopping, a pair of
gloves or a warm scarf can help a
person a lot, a box of food left by a
secret Santa on the porch of a family
in need is always a wonderful gift.
With the end of the year coming up
don’t forget to encourage your
members to get their dues paid in
time for the car drawing, what an
incentive! And we have a new
month coming up, bringing with it a
whole new year, let’s make the most
of it, and spread as much happiness
as we can!Take care of yourselves,
Hope to see you all in February,
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year
and God bless America.
Kim Elliott,
First District President.

Greetings from the 4th District:
January 2023 has arrived. Happy

New Year to all Auxiliary Sisters and
Comrades!
President Savanna has declared
“Christmas 365 around the World.” What
a great year we are having!

February brings our Department
Mid-year Conference at the beautiful
Oglebay Park. We are looking forward to
seeing old friends, making new friends,
and sharing ideas about our successes.
This Department is not 100% in member-
ship yet so let’s all keep working hard to
recruit new members, retain current
members and re-instate members whose
membership has lapsed.
Congratulations to all Units that have met
the 50% Membership Target goal. Dis-
trict 4 is currently 61.84% in member-
ship. Keep up the great work.

Looking forward Department
program chairmen are available to answer
any and all questions regarding annual
program reporting. The projects we com-
plete, and report speak volumes regarding
the needs of our Veterans when the re-
ports are presented to Congress on Capi-
tol Hill. So please take time to report.

Remember – If you love your Freedom,
Thank a Veteran.

For God and Country
Patsy Greiner
4th District President
304-295-8844 (home)
304-483-8296 (cell)
Patsygirl2@gmail.com

10th District Vice President

3rd District President

Hope you Holidays were amaz-
ing! Keep up the good work on mem-
bership! Please send me anything you
are doing via the District 3 Facebook
page, email or whatever you can. I'm
here to help with membership and I'm
just a phone call away! 304-216-
9943 Hope to see you all at Mid-
Winter.
District 3 President
Kim Mellie

As I look around the District and
throughout the state at all the events,
giving and outreach I find myself very
proud to be a part of this organization.
When I think back over the years I real-
ize I could have been a veteran but the
choices I made in life did not hold that
for me. With that I want to say that
even though I was not in the military, I
am more than grateful for the Auxiliary
and the opportunity to serve in some
capacity.
Please continue what you are doing that
makes the difference to Veterans, com-
munity, youth and especially those that
are unable to get out and do for them-
selves.
With the New Year and the holidays
behind I am hopeful all took the time to
enjoy one another and not let the stress
of the season affect your time together.
Holiday greetings and Happy New
Year to everyone. May God richly
bless you and your family.

Diana Teter
District 10 President

4th District President



Leadership

Chaplain Auxiliary Emergency Fund

Community Service

Child Welfare Foundation

EducationsChildren & Youth

I hope you have had a wonderful Holi-
day season! Thank you to Fran Mathess
of Unit 174 for a prayer for President
Savannah's book. Please try to bring
comfort items to Mid-Winter as it helps
our Veterans all year long. Please find it
in your heart to send a note to a Veteran
in a nursing home or hospital. An en-
couraging note to their families is also
an important part of our organiza-
tion. Check on all the members who
can't get out. Organize a stuffed ani-
mal /blanckt drive, a shovel par-
ty....anything you can to help out our
Veterans and their families.
May God continue to bless you and your
families.
Department Chaplain

Did anyone celebrate National Educa-
tion Week in your Unit? Have you
contacted schools regarding our avail-
able scholarships? Consider volun-
teering for Boys' State or Girls' State
to help out our Youth. Please let me
know how you are working with Edu-
cating our Youth, and I can report the
positive interactions with Nationals. I
currently attend a video conference
every month to learn more about what
we can do and I would love to report
to Nationals on some of our activi-
ties! Have a wonderful New Year and
hope to see you at Mid-Winter.
Kim Mellie
Education Chair
304-216-9943

Mid-Winter is just around the corner
and we are doing another collection to
feed the pig. Bring your bills, change,
or checks to help the Child Welfare
Fund!

As we plunge deep into the holiday festivi-
ties, I hope everyone is remembering the
children and youth in your communi-
ty. Please send me pictures of the events
your unit participated in this year. As we
gear up for the new year, I hope you are
planning on an event or events to celebrate
our children & youth during the month of
April. It is never too early to begin plan-
ning for “Purple Up Day” on April 15th and
remember to encourage your unit and post
members to wear purple that day in honor
of all military kids.
May the new year be your best year ever!

Beth Kilgore
Chairman
304-654-7750
mbkilgore@frontier.com

This little note is asking that that
each Unit sends me a report on
what your Unit has done so far
this year. I will need to get a
report in for the National by the
first of the year.
Thanking everyone in advance,

Peggy Swartz
Department Chairman

This month we will have a bit of a double dose… since I missed November. Sorry!
Two leadership crisis items to consider…
Ego, Vanity and Arrogance…
We’ve all heard the expression “Check your ego at the door”. That often goes double for leaders. We have also heard there is no “I” in team.
You get the idea.
Too often those in positions of leadership make it all about themselves. They are the first to jump in and take credit or insert themselves into the
photo op. Resist that when appropriate. Sometimes you need to be that person who steps in and accepts the credit but always remember to do so
on behalf of everyone who contributed to the success of the program or project.
The next issue is Deficiency of Self-Awareness - which goes hand-in-hand with the one about Ego, Vanity and Arrogance.
It is so important that we keep ourselves in check. Leaders need to know their followers but they also need to take time to know themselves.
What makes you stand out as a leader? What makes you shine? What needs improvement? What needs to change… or not change?
We must hold ourselves accountable and be aware of how we are perceived by those around us. The age of texting and social media has con-
fused some people’s sense of self-awareness. Don’t let that happen to you and as you mentor future leaders… teach them to avoid that tempta-
tion as well. Think before you speak. Think before you text. And definitely think before you post.
Looking forward to our time together in February at Mid-Winter. Hope everyone is planning to join in as we unpack these issues and find ways
to strengthen our own leadership skills and those of future leaders all around us.
Leadership Chairman
Rosemary M. Thomas

Fellow Auxiliary Members,
I hope that all of you are doing well and

that you have been actively trying to raise
some funds for AEF in your units.

There is a new AEF Pin that has been
introduced by National. The new pin is for
individuals that donate $100.00 or more to
the AEF fund. All donations must be sent
directly to the National Headquarters to be
eligible for the pin. You can also log onto
the National website and make a donation
online. Just make sure to choose AEF as the
recipient.
If I can be of assistance to you or your unit
in any way, please do not hesitate to contact
me.
Have a Happy and Blessed New Year!

Melanie Shambaugh
AEF Chairman
sham4wv@aol.com



Public Relations

Good Afternoon!
Have you been on the ALA Na-

tional Security Facebook page? If
you haven't, then you should go on
the page and ask to be accepted. Lots
of information on there.

Is your unit planning on submit-
ting a "Salute to Service Members
Award"? If so, make sure you do this
online. It is open to any of the fol-
lowing branches of service: Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force,
Coast Guard, National Guard/
Reserve, and Space Force. June 1,
2023 is the deadline.
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!
Paulette Anderson
National Security

National Security Poppy

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

For the Silent Auction at Mid-
Winter, we are doing a theme on
Valentine's Day, anyone who would
like to contribute, please bring items
for the basket to Mid-Winter or send
to me at;
Roxie Nicholson
PO Box 14
Shinnston, WV 26431
Please bring items for everyone to
bid on and don't forget to bid on
other things that will be there.
Looking forward to seeing you.

Happy Holidays. Mid Winter is less
than 2 Months away lets pray
The weather will be nice.
Please contact your local VA Hospital
or Nursing home to see what is
Needed. Bring items to Mid Winter so
we can send much needed
Items to the hospitals and nursing
homes. If you purchase and take
Them already, fill out your comfort
item slip and bring to us.
Please make sure you have someone to
take comfort items
back for you. Please be sure to let us
know who will be doing
This for you.
I know this is short, I hope all Gift
Shops have been covered. Shinnston
31, prepared gift bags and will be de-
livering them on the 19th.
Keep track of your hours so we can
turn them in and receive our
Pins and bars that we work so hard for.
If you need my help just call me at 304-
592-0247, or email me at:
carlajwilfong@gmail.com.
God bless our Veterans
Carla Willing
Co VA&R Chairperson

Happy Holidays. I hope everyone is
well or will be soon.
It is almost Mid-winter time, I hope to
be there but is still
Iffy.
I asked all units that are planning to be
there to make a
Corsage. It should contain Poppies,
baby's breath and a
Greenery, also a ribbon. It can be a
wristlet, or one that is
Pinned on. Please submit a card telling
how many poppies
You used. They will be voted on by a
penny donation.
Start planning for Poppy Days coming
up in May. If you
Need my help call me at 304-592-0247
or you can email me
at: carlajwilfong@gmail.com.
God bless all our Veterans
Carla Willing
Poppy Chairman

Constitution & Bylaws

Mid-Winter Silent Auction

Happy Holidays,
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christ-
mas, except no snow. How is your unit
getting the word out about whom we are
and what we do? Is your unit delivering
holiday meals to your local veterans or
just providing meals for your local first
responders? Did your post or unit have a
children’s Christmas Party? These are
just a few examples of how you can
spread the word about what we do. Re-
member branding during any function
that you or your unit is involved in. Just
a little auxiliary pin being worn may
strike up a conversation with someone.

Have a safe and happy holiday season,
Stephanie Handley
Public Relations Chairperson
stephaniehandley@msn.com
PH: 304-670-4055

We have seen updates from 4 Units
and know of a 5th currently work-
ing on theirs. If you have ques-
tions, please feel free to reach out.
If there are topics you would like to
see covered in articles, please reach
out and let us know.
If your Unit has not updated your
Constitution and Bylaws in 4 years
you are out of date. In 2018 Nation-
al changed eligibility to include the
male spouse of female veter-
ans. This not only changes eligibil-
ity, it also changes all locations
where you refer to “she”, “her”, or
“wife”.
If your Unit includes when to file
your E990, that goes in Standing
Rules. Remember all Units should
have their own EIN number and file
their E990. We do not use the Le-
gion EIN.
In the Unit Guide Book there is a
good example layout of the Consti-
tution and Bylaws.
Happy Holidays
Lisa Cadwallader
Lisac.ala71@gmail.com



5th Dist.— Ann Buchanan
105 Cheyenne Trail
Ona WV 25505
304-654-9932

6th Dist. — Peggy Swartz
P O Box 124
Gary WV 24836
304-448-2394

10th Dist.— Debbie Fox
874 Longview Drive
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411
304-258-5804

1st Dist. — Susan Brown
2172 Grandview Rd.
Moundsville WV 26041
304-845-5122

3rd Dist. — Mary Jo Thomas
279 Rock Lake Road
Fairmont WV 26554
304-366-2912

4th Dist. — Cathy Post
308 Main Street
Middlebourne, WV 26149
304-758-5114

Rhododendron Girls State

I know this is a busy time of the year but
please add this to your to do list: Please con-
tact your high school guidance counselor(s)
and school principal to let them know you are
the contact person for Girls State give them
your information as well as the dates of the
2023 Girls State Session.
Girls State will be held June 11 -16, 2023 at
Davis & Elkins College in Elkins WV. What
an amazing opportunity you are providing
these young ladies. They become more en-
gaged in leadership, patriotism, and being an
informed citizen and formed many new
friendships around the state.
Please note with rising costs the registration
fee will be $300 per citizen which will in-
clude the cost of the parade t - shirt. New this
year, those elected to the Board of Public
Works will be transported to the State Capital
in Charleston to meet with their elected West
Virginia counterparts.
You are invited to Davis & Elkins on Friday,
June 16th for the Inauguration and Gradua-
tion Ceremonies.
We look forward to providing another great
and successful session but we need your
help! Start securing the funding now and you
may have share sponsorships per citizen.
If I can be of any assistance, please feel free
to contact me or your district representative.
Remember our Military and those that are
unable to be with their families this time of
year -- Wishing everyone a blessed Holiday
Season and Happy New Year!
Lynda Lancaster -Loyd
Girls State Chairperson

District Representatives





American Legion Auxiliary

Alderton-Dawson Unit 60

Berkeley Springs WV

American Legion Auxiliary, Alderton-Dawson Unit 60, Berkeley Springs, WV would like to
submit our endorsement for Debbie Michael for the office of Department of West Virginia
President for the year 2023 -2024.

Debbie is eligible through the military service of her brother, Charles Bohrer who served in the
USAF for 25 years. Debbie’s closeness and love for her brother is where her love for the mili-
tary and Veterans comes from.

Since joining the American Legion Auxiliary in 1976, Debbie has been an active member, hav-
ing served every office except for Treasurer and chaired numerous committees on the Unit lev-
el. She is currently serving on the Unit Executive Committee and chairs 3 committees. On
District level she has served as President, Vice President, and Children & Youth Chair. For 3
years she served as the Department Junior Activities Chairperson and currently serves as De-
partment 1st Vice President.

Debbie has been married for 46 years to her husband Kat Michael who is a WV SAL Past De-
tachment Commander and currently the SAL Commander at Post 60. Her family is one of her
greatest joys. She has 2 sons, 2 stepsons, 13 grandchildren, and 1 great grandson.

It has always given her immense pleasure to volunteer with an organization that cares about our
military and veterans as much as she does. Debbie has a son, daughter-in-law and two grand-
sons who are currently serving in the military. Debbie is always cheerful, encouraging, and we
can always depend on her to lend a helping hand no matter what the need nay be. She will go
the extra mile to get the job done.

We are proud to present Debbie Michael, as our candidate for the 2023-2024 year for the office
of Department President. We hope that you will join us in endorsing her, knowing that she will
serve with the same enthusiasm and pride that she has for our Veterans.

Nichole Shepherd Jennifer Schetrompf

Nichole L. Shepherd Unit President Jennifer Schetrompf–Unit Secretary



There were 14 $25.00 winners in
September, with one winner of the
$200.00 Wednesday. Congratulation
to each of you!

Cost for a ticket $20.00 good for the
whole year of 2022! Never to late to
purchase a ticket. They make
GREAT gifts! Please cash your
checks!

NOTICE—Please mail check and
stubs to:

Susan Brown
2172 Grandview Rd
Moundsville WV 26041

Check Payable to: Ways & Means

Susan Brown
Linda Crumm

November 2022 Ways and Means Winners

Name #’s City State Date $$$

662 11/1/2022

Shannon Harshbarger 306 Huntington WV 11/2/2022 25.00

Bonnie Wilcox 523 Romney WV 11/3/2022 25.00

Renae Fleming 703 Hawesville KY 11/4/2022 25.00

910 11/5/2022

Shannon Harshbarger 907 Huntington WV 11/7/2022 25.00

808 11/8/2022

Lucille Riggleman 104 Moorefield WV 11/9/2022 25.00

727 11/10/2022

Sherry Dass 789 Romney WV 11/11/2022 25.00

988 11/12/2022

457 11/14/2022

Belinda Utterback 105 Springfield WV 11/15/2022 25.00

Wanda Lydick 388 Wheeling WV 11/16/2022 200.00

434 11/17/2022

ALA—1st District 147 Moundsville WV 11/18/2022 25.00

Curtis Vanoy 841 Bluefield WV 11/19/2022 25.00

Amanda Dunlap 557 Winchester VA 11/21/2022 25.00

716 11/22/2022

769 11/23/2022

ALA—Unit #14 856 Martinsburg WV 11/24/2022 25.00

Margaret Woodworth 119 Burlington WV 11/25/2022 25.00

Teresa Swihart 766 McMechen WV 11/26/2022 25.00

Savanna Kauffman 186 Martinsburg WV 11/28/2022 25.00

440 11/29/2022

258 11/30/2022

Ways and Means

Now available
2023 Ways & Mean tickets

Well be happy to mail tickets to
your unit!!!!

Remember they make great
Christmas gifts!

The first drawing for 2023 year
will be January 2nd not January

1st as printed on the tickets.
Thank you!



Jan. 2023
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Programs of Month
National Security

Legislative

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Office

Closed



District 1

Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goal
Wheeling #1 21 13 61.91%

Moundsville #3 244 194 79.51%

McMechen #5 31 15 48.39%

Weirton #10 65 47 72.31%

Cameron #18 156 68 43.59%

New Martinsville #28 104 80 76.92%

Wellsburg #34 29 12 41.38%

Follansbee #45 52 2 3.85%

Pine Grove #81 81 40 49.38%

Paden City #86 90 61 67.78%

Wheeling #89 22 3 1.36%

Newell #114 16 2 1.25%

Hundred #120 38 22 57.89%

Chester #121 134 91 67.91%

TOTALS 1083 650 60.02%

District 6

Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goal

Welch #8 55 29 52.73%

Bluefield #9 31 15 48.39%

Beckley #32 33 16 48.48%

Gary #38 97 68 70.10%

Cowen #62 23 21 91.30%
Richwood #97 30 26 86.67%

TOTALS 269 175 65.06%

District 3

Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goal

Buckhannon #7 40 30 75%
Clarksburg #13 43 28 65.12%

Elkins #29 121 74 61.16%

Shinnston #31 248 215 86.69%

Braxton County #33 35 21 60%

Bridgeport #68 62 43 69.36%

Belington #96 19 15 78.95%

Pickens #122 25 17 68%

Morgantown #174 60 42 70%

TOTALS 653 485 74.27%

District 10

Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goal

Martinsburg #14 71 46 64.79%

Franklin #30 22 0 0%
Piedmont #52 20 0 0%

Berkeley Springs #60 182 134 73.63%

Moorefield #64 86 51 59.30%

Charles Town #71 118 68 57.63%

Petersburg #78 78 55 70.51%

Romney #91 174 100 57.47%

Charles Town #102 41 33 80.49%

Paw Paw #128 38 25 65.79%

Kirby #134 37 27 72.97%

Ridgeley #136 70 49 70%
Capon Bridge #137 158 114 72.15%

Keyser #152 43 3 6.98%

TOTALS 1138 705 61.95%

“Christmas 365 around the World”

December 15, 2022
Department Goal— 4935 Membership to Date— 3152

Department Unit 200 Goal—136 Membership to Date— 110
50% Target

“Candy Canes”
Team

Goal—2459
To Date— 1606

65.31%

“Gingerbread”
Team

Goal—2340
To Date 1436

61.37%

District 4

Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goal

Parkersburg #15 402 309 76.87%

Spencer #21 29 17 58.62%

Pt. Pleasant #23 227 144 63.44%

Tyler County #48 42 1 2.38%

Sistersville #67 56 20 35.71%

New Haven #140 143 74 51.75%

Williamstown #159 89 46 51.69%

TOTALS 988 611 61.84%

District 5

Unit 2023 Goal 2023 % of Goal

Huntington #16 146 96 65.75%

Logan #19 22 17 77.27%

St. Albans #73 29 20 68.97%

Ceredo-Kenova #93 223 113 48.50%

South Charleston #94 12 1 8.33%

Hamlin #111 47 21 44.68%

Milton #139 57 35 61.40%

Barboursville #177 132 113 85.61%

TOTALS 668 416 62.28%

Membership
Chairman

A Star

Laura Debbie



The SPIRIT is emailed to all Unit Contacts and any Unit Officers or member with an email address, and has
asked for the Spirit to be emailed to them.

All Department Officers, Department Chairmen, District Presidents/Vice Presidents, Past Depart-
ment Presidents with email addresses. Spir its are posted monthly on the website: www.wvaux.org
Unit Presidents with no email contact will receive a free copy by mail.

NAME:__________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS OR PO BOX:————————————————————

CITY:__________________________________________ STATE:_____________

ZIP:______________________

Subscription will Cost $18.00

Runs August through July Each Year

MAIL TO:

American Legion Auxiliary
Department of West Virginia

2172 Grandview Road
Moundsville, WV 26041



Friday, February 10, 2023
8:00 am Comfort Items Open—————————————————————————— Seneca Room
12:00-4:30pm Silent Auction Opens-———————————————————————– Ballroom West 3
1:00-7 pm Registration ———————————————————————————–— Banquet View
1:00-2:00pm Girls State Executive Board Meeting ————————————————–—— Fort Henry Room
2:30-3:30pm Policy and Procedure ———————————————————–————— Fort Henry Room
3:30-4:30pm Membership————-———————————————————————— Fort Henry Room
7:00-9:00pm Opening Joint Session———————————————————————— Ballroom West 1&2

Saturday, February 11, 2023
8:00 am -12:00 pm Registration —————————————————————————– Banquet View
8:00-12:00 Comfort Items———————————————————————————— Seneca Room
8:00 am –2:00 pm Silent Auction—————————————————————————– Ballroom West 3
9:00 am Opening Session——————————————————————————– Fort Henry Room

Call to Order ———————————————————————— Savanna Kauffman, President
Prayer—————————————————————————————— Kim Mellie, Chaplain
Moment of Silence
Pledge of Allegiance————————————————— Katie Beth Caudill, Americanism Chairman
National Anthem——————————————————————Kitty Kelly-Smoot, Music Chairman
Preamble of Constitution—————————— Lisa Cadwallader, PDP, Constitution & Bylaws Chairman
Mission Statement—————————————Lisa Cadwallader, PDP, Constitution & Bylaws Chairman

9:15 am Welcome——————————————————————————— Savanna Kauffman, President
9:15-9:30 Missing Man Table & Four Chaplains———————————————— Kim Mellie, Chaplain
9:30 am Juniors Session—Excused for their session ————————————————— Spruce Room
9:30 am Membership (Certificates/Goal Ribbons)—————————————————— Membership Team

10:00 am Central Division National Vice President Ann Rehbein Introduction by Savanna Kauffman, President
10:30 am “Christmas Veterans Affairs Gift Shop” Savanna Kauffman, President
10:45 2022 & 2023 Ways & Means Report Susan Brown, Ways & Means Chairperson

11:00 am Recess
11:15 am Membership Luncheon———————————————————————- Terrace Room

Sharon Kauffman and Membership Team
“Lighting up our future for our Veterans”

12:30 pm Reconvene
12:30 pm Girls State————————————————————————— Dr. Rosemary Thomas, Director

2022 Rhododendron Girls State Governor
Lakyn Campbell

Parkersburg High School
1:00 pm Leadership Development——————————————————— Dr. Rosemary Thomas, Leadership

3:00 pm Poppy Posters & Poppy Corsage Contest————————————— Carla Wilfong, Poppy Chairperson
Silent Auction Raffle Basket Drawing—————————————— Roxie Nicholson, PDP
Comfort Items Report———————————————————— Marsha Duckworth

3:15 pm Announcements —————————————————————— Susan Brown, Secretary
Adjournment Savanna Kauffman, President

4:00 pm Church Services ——————————————————————— Fort Henry Room

6:00 pm Commander’s and President’s Reception ————————————— Ballroom West 1,2,&3
9:00 pm Dance & Karaoke —————————————————————— Ballroom West 1,2,&3

Silent Auction Closes at 2:00 pm on Saturday
Please pick up your items and pay for them right after adjournment

Safe Travels Home!

41st Annual Mid-Winter Conference
American Legion Auxiliary Conference Program

Oglebay Wilson Lodge, Wheeling WV



Junior Meeting
Mid-Winter Conference

Wheeling, WV
February 11, 2023

Registration…(Fee $10)…………………Spruce Room…………….8:30

Opening Ceremony with Auxiliary……Fort Henry Room…..……..9:30
Missing Man Table & Chapel of the Four Chaplain………………. 8:45

Juniors Meeting………Spruce Room……….……………………… 9:00

Special Craft Project & Cards for Veterans @ VA Centers……….. 9:15

Card Signing………………………………………………throughout the day

Lunch (on your own)………………………………………………… 11:00

Reconvene with Auxiliary……………………………………………. 12:30

Lakyn Campbell—2022 Rhododendron Girls State Governor……. 12:30

Question & Answer & Ideas Session…………………………………. 1:00

Closing Ceremony & Adjournment………………………………….. 3:00

Pool time together?? There is an indoor pool!

…………Agenda may change slightly………..

Remember to bring your bathing suits!

Let’s Learn All We Can About The ALA!!!



Comfort Items List for Midwinter

Grown Up Coloring Books
Colored Pencils
Word Find Books
Crossword Books
Board Games (checkers, chess, other adult games)
Crafts (all styles)
Slippers with non-skid bottoms, (any style with a back)
Belts All Sizes and Adjustable
Winter Coats (all sizes)
Winter Gloves and Knit Caps
Winter Scarfs
Men’s Sweatpants Sizes 3X-5X
Unisex sweats size 2X-6X
T-shirts all sizes (including 2X-6X)
Socks for both men and women including Diabetic socks
Underwear for both men and women
Women Sport Bras (all sizes)
Deodorant (men and women)
Shaving cream
Shampoo
2-3 blade disposable razors
Nail clippers and Emory boards
Combs and brushes (individually wrapped)
Toothpaste and Toothbrushes
Liquid Detergent for washing clothes
Fabric Softener
Table fans for COPD patients
Non-perishable snacks

Homeless Veterans:
Non-perishable foods/snacks (soap, Vienna sausages, crackers, bottled water, flavored drinks)
Cleaning supplies (floor cleaner, counter cleaner, laundry soap, QS sheet sets)

Fisher House:
Holiday Decorations



COMFORT ITEMS FORMS

NAME OF UNIT/POST/SAL/RIDERS ______________________________________________

UNIT/POST/SAL/RIDERS Number : _____________________________________

TOTAL OF ITEMS BELOW: _________ DOLLAR VALUE ________________

LIST ITEMS

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________











REGISTRATION/PERMISSION FORM

Please complete the form entirely. Duplicate as needed. Incomplete forms will not be processed. NO
FORMS ACCEPTED VIA FACSIMILE.

Name of Junior_____________________________________________________________

Preferred name for Nametag__________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________

City________________________________________________ State________ Zip_________

Phone ____________________________ Email__________________________________

Unit Name & Number___________________________________________________

Name of Hotel Junior is staying____________________________________________

Please lists any food allergies/dietary restrictions_______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth____________________________

As a junior member of the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of West Virginia, I am aware of my
responsibility in attending the _________________________. I agree to conduct myself in a manner that
will positively reflect on my Unit, the Department, my family and me. I further agree to abide by the rules
established for the Junior Meeting. I understand that failure to abide by rules set forth for
the Annual Junior State Convention will result in removal from all sessions and activities.

________________ ____________________________________
Date Signature of Junior Member

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION:

Chaperone during the Department Junior Meeting___________________________________________
Note: Emergency contact person should accompany participating junior member to registration to provide a
telephone and location for contact in case of an emergency during the actual time of the meetings.

Chaperone Emergency Contact Phone Number_________________________________________

You may pre-register your Juniors that are coming by using this form.
Registration cost is $10.00

Or at Door for $10.00
Register early and a name tag will be made up in advance!







2023 Mid-Winter Membership Luncheon

“Lighting up our future for our Veterans”

Saturday February 11, 2023

Oglebay Wilson Lodge Terrace Room

MENU

Choose of

Tomato Bisque Soup or Simple Salad with Ranch Dressing

The Club—Roasted turkey, roasted ham,

Lettuce, tomato, herb mayonnaise

Or

Tomato Bisque Soup or Simple Salad with Ranch Dressing

Italian Hoagie—Pepperoni, sopressata, mortadella Ham

Shaved onions, tomatoes, shredded lettuce

Provolone Cheese, oil and vinegar, Pasta Salad

All Sandwiches Serviced with House Made Potato Chips

Includes

Bread basket with butter, lemonade, iced tea, soft drinks, coffee, and hot tea

Price $30.00 pre person

Advance Registration ASAP; Payment by January 31, 2023

NO DEVIATION

List of Names Attending:

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

List Allergies beside name

Send Form and Payment to: ALA Dept. Treasurer
2172 Grandview Road
Moundsville, WV 26041


